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Introduction 


Welcome to the National Foreign Language Examination. 
(NFLE). This program is designed to help students prepare for 
the National French, German, and Spanish standardized ex- 
aminations. (Part of the cost of this program helps support the 
AATG, which has generously provided us with original mate- 
rials for NFLE.) The package includes a pair of disks, an audio 
cassette, and as needed, some printed picture material for the 
cxams. 


This program also lets the teacher keep track of a class of up to 
fifty students through the use of a Record Keeping Utility 
(RKU). Each time a student in a class finishes an exam, the 
score is recorded by the RKU. The RKU keeps track of the 
three most recent exams the student takes. In addition, the 
RKU can show the class ranking of the students in such cate- 
gories as overall performance, exam question type (Listening 
Comprehension, Grammar, Reading Comprehension, or 
Culture), and frequency of use. The RKU allows optional 
password protection for added security. 


If you should ever find yourself lost or stuck somewhere in the 
program, please keep the Escape key (ESC) in mind. By press- 
ing ESC, you will almost always be able to get out of what you 
are doing with the least amount of "harm" being done. 


On some keyboards, there is a key called ENTER; others call it 
RETURN, while still others just call it "4". To keep terminol- 
ogy consistent im this-manual, we will call this key ENTER. 


Finally, some parts of this manual refer to machine-specific 
points of interest. These points are marked with a triangle in 
the lefthand margin, as seen here. 


Hae, 


ee ee ae 


General Information 


Package Contents 


One Program Disk (henceforth called the NFLE Program 
Disk) 

One Examination Disk (henceforth called the NFLE Exam 
Disk—this will have 2 different exams of a specific lan- 
guage and level on it). Please note: For both Apple and PC 
3.5" disk formats, the entire program resides on one disk; in 
essence, the Program and Exam Disks are one in the same. 
One Startup Disk (Apple II, 5.25" format only)—this disk 
has the ProDOS operating system on it, and is used only once 
in starting the program. 

One audio cassette tape (for Listening Comprehension ques- 
tions)—as needed 

One package of printed materials (for questions based on 
pictures)—as needed. For complete information concerning 
cassette tapes and printed materials required for the lan- 
guage and level of a particular exam, please consult 
Appendix 1, Exam Specific Information. 

Manual and binder 


Hardware Requirements 


Apple Ile enhanced, IIc, or IIGS with at least 128K RAM and 
one floppy disk drive 

Clock/calendar (recommended) 

Printer (optional) 

ProDOS-based hard disk (optional) “Please, note: This pros: 
gram is written under ProDOS 

UniDisk 3.5 disk drive (optional) 


-OR- .... 


IBM PC, Tandy 1000, or close compaliie vita at least 256K 
RAM and one floppy disk drive 

DOS 2.0 or higher 

Real-time clock/calendar (recommended) 

Printer (optional) 

RGB monitor and CGA/EGA or similar video (optional) 
Hard disk, 3.5" disk drive, or second floppy drive (optional) 
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Getting Started 


Apple II—5.25" Disk Drive Systems 


e Place the NFLE Startup Disk in your computer's Drive 1 and 
switch on the power.” 

e You will soon be asked to insert the NFLE Program Disk. If 
you have two disk drives, you can put the Program Disk in 
Drive 2, otherwise, just remove the Startup Disk and replace 
it with the Program Disk. 

e NFLE should continue running; if, at any point, NFLE 
requires another disk (such as an Exam Disk), you will be 
notified to insert the disk into a disk drive. 


Apple II—3.5" Disk Drive Systems 


e Put the NFLE 3.5" disk into your disk drive and switch on 
the power to your computer. Presuming that your Apple II 
uses the 3.5" disk drive as its startup device, NFLE will run 
normally; all the information required to run this program is 
contained on the one disk. 


Apple II—Hard Disk Systems ‘ 


e NFLE is written under ProDOS, and is fully compatible with 
ProDOS-based hard disk systems. For more information on 
how to transfer NFLE to and run it from a hard disk, please 
see Appendix 2, Apple II Technical Information. 
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PC—Floppy Drive Systems 


e Start your computer as you normally would, using whatever 
version of PC-DOS or MS-DOS that you normally use. If 
you're not sure how to start your computer, please refer to the 
manuals that came with it. 

° If you're not at the A> prompt, type A: (and press ENTER). 

e Remove whatever disk might be in Drive A. Put the NFLE 
Program Disk into Drive A. At the A> prompt, type the fol- 
lowing (you type what's underlined and press ENTER): 


A>langexam 


You should see the GES logo screen appear within 30 seconds. 

e Please note: Hard disk users may also follow these instruc- 
tions if they want to run NFLE from floppy disks instead of 
putting it on the hard disk. 


PC—Hard Disk Systems 


e Start your computer as you normally would, using whatever 
version of PC-DOS or MS-DOS you usually do. We'll 
assume, for the sake of simplicity, that your hard disk is 
Drive C and that you start up from it. 

¢ The commands on the next page will transfer NFLE to your 
hard disk. Don't type the text that's in braces ("{ })")— 
they're "stage directions” for your benefit. Those of you who 
are handy with DOS will understand these commands; if 
you aren't, just type everything as you see it (type what's 
underlined and press ENTER after every command). 
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Coch 
{make sure the default drive is C:} 


C>cd_ \ 


{make sure you're at the root directory} 


Comd Anfle od 


{create a directory for the Program Disk's files called 
"NFLE") 

C>cd \nfle 

{make this new directory the "current" one} 

{put your NFLE Program Disk in Drive A now} 

C>copy a:* x 

{copy all the files from the NFLE Program Disk to your hard 
disk) 

(3.5" disk users stop here—you're done} 

C>md \exams 

{create a directory for the Exam Disk's files called 
"EXAMS"} 

C>cd_ \exams 

{make this new directory the "current" one} 

{put your NFLE Exam Disk in Drive A now} 

C>copy a:* * 

{copy all the files from the NFLE Exam Disk to your hard 
disk 


All the files required to run NFLE are now on your hard disk. 


¢ To actually run the program (finally!), use these commands: 
C>ecd \nfle 
C>langexam 


There's one more step—you must tell the program where 
you've put the exams! You do this by using Configure 
System, found in the RKU. Please see “Configure System" 
(p. 15) for more information. 
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Using the Program 


The first screen that requires you to do anything will ask you 
for your name (both first and last names). When you've typed 

“> your name, NFLE will search the list of names in the class to 
see if the name you entered is there. Please note: Anyone who 
uses NFLE will be required to enter a name, whether that per- 
son is a student or a teacher. 


If the name is not found (as will be the case the first time you 


use the program), you will be presented with a screen similar to 
the following: 


John Doe was not found 
—— 


Your name (as you typed it) is not in the class list. 


Do you want to: 


1) Retype your name 
2) Continue WITHOUT adding your name to the class list 
3) Continue and ADD your name to the class list 


Your choice (1-3): _ 


If you want to try again, choose 1. If you just want to take an 
exam or want to get into the Record Keeping Utility (RKU), 
choose 2. Please note: If the user proceeds without the name 
being found, the RKU cannot record any subsequent exam score. 


Choosing 3 will put your name into the class list without hav- 
ing to go into the RKU (of course, if the class were full, this op- 
tion would not be provided). 
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After these preliminaries have been taken care of, the Main 
Menu appears. It looks like this: 


National Foreign Language Examination - Main Menu 
National oe 8 


1) About the, Program 

2) National Foreign Language Examination 
3) Record Keeping Utility 

4) Exit Program 


Your choice (1-4): _ 


Option 1 gives a brief description of the program's purpose and 
function. Option 2 lets the student actually take an exam. O 
tion 3 leads the user to the Record Keeping Utility (RKU). 
Option 4 lets the user exit the program. Option 2 can be seen as 
the "student" section of NFLE, while the RKU is the "teacher" 
section. Let's look at these in detail. 


Taking an Exam (Main Menu—Option 2) 


Upon choosing this option, the student is provided with a menu 
that looks like this: _ 


Enter Desired Exam Type 
————————————————————————— 
Which type of exam do you want to take? 


1) Practice Exam - Timer OFF, feedback after answer 
2) Simulated Exam —- Timer ON, feedback when exam done 


} Your choice (1-2, or ESC): _ 


If the student chooses 1, the exam won't be timed, and the stu- 
dent will be told immediately upon answering a question 
whether it is right or wrong. The student also will be allowed 
to try each question as many times as desired; therefore, a 
post-exam error analysis.is not given. Because the student is 
likely to keep answering a question until correct, such an 
analysis would have exaggerated scores. 
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Option 2 is the "Simulated Exam"—NFLE gives the exam under 
simulated testing conditions. The exam is timed (it ends after a 
specific amount of time), and the student doesn't know the re- 
sults until after the exam is completed. 


The Simulated Exam adds the convenience of a Bookmark so 
that a student can stop the exam while taking it and then re- 
sume at a later time with all the answers, the current question, 
and the time remaining intact. Please note: The student's name 
must have been found in the class list (or the student must have 


put it in at the proper time) for the Bookmark feature to be 
available during the exam. 


A Note to Apple II users: many Apple II computers do not have an 
internal clock (Apple only started to include a clock with the 
release of the Apple IIGS.) If your Apple II doesn't have a 
clock that can be read by ProDOS, the Timer function of the 
Simulated Exam will be unavailable. 


When the student chooses the desired exam type, NFLE then 
tells which exam will be given (there will be 2 exams to choose 
from on each Exam Disk). At this point, the student should get 
all of the necessary materials (as needed) for taking this 
— particular exam. This includes printed materials (pictures) and 
the audio cassette tape. 


The student should insert the tape into the cassette player, 
choosing the appropriate side for the exam about to be taken. 
The student will now press ENTER on the keyboard—informa- 
tion about the exam will be read into the computer's memory. 
This done, NFLE will display a screen saying, "When you are 
ready, press ENTER.” At this point, the student should simul- 
taneously press ENTER on the computer keyboard and PLAY on 
the cassette player. In this way, the exam and the tape will be 
synchronized. 


Please note that the timing is not ultra-critical; the program 
goes on to the next question only when the student answers (or 
deliberately skips) the current question. In essence, NFLE acts 
as best it can to simulate an exam answer sheet. Just as on an 
answer sheet, students are never "forced" to go on to any specific 
question, although they should keep-up with the audio tape. 


“OR. 
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Let's examine a typical question to see the features available to 
the student. Since Reading Comprehension questions have the 
most features, we'll look at one of those. 


National German Examination - Question 91 of 100 21:12 


Der kleine Dirk hat einen Hund mit dem Namen Prinz. 
Jeden Tag léuft Prinz mit Dirk zur Schule. Unterwegs 
spielen sie. Das macht Spa. Wenn sie am Schultor 
ankommen, macht Pring traurige Augen, denn er geht nicht 
gem allein zuruck nach Hause. 


Wenn Dirk nach der Schule nach Hause kommt, sitzt Prinz 
schon an der Tiir und wartet auf ihn. Nachts schlaft er 
am FuBende von Dirks Bett. Seine Mutter hat das gar 
nicht gern. Dirk spielt lieber mit Prinz als mit seinen 


1 


Dirks bester Freund ist 


ein Junge. 
ein Hund. 

eine Katze. 
ein Lehrer. 


Your choice (1-4, or E to erase current answer): 2 


——— 
«-/—: Previous/Next Question /T: Seroll B: Bookmark 
G: Go to Question... A: About Question ESC: End Exam 


The student has the following choices: 


1-4: Answer the question and move on to the next one. 

E: Erase the current answer and stay with this question (if 
the question has not been answered yet, this option is 
unavaiilabie). 

«-/—: Move on to the previous/next question. If you go back 
when you're at the first question, you'll get to the last 
question (and vice-versa). 


G: Go to a question that the student specifies. 
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1/7: Scroll the passage one line (available only for questions 
with passages). On PC keyboards, PgUp/PgDn will 
scroll the passage 8 lines up/down, Home will go to the 
beginning of the passage, and End will go to the end of 
the passage. On Apple II keyboards, 6-1 through G-9 
will reposition the passage proportionately (G-1 will 
move the passage to the beginning; G-9 will move it to 


the end). 
A: Obtain more information about the current question. 
B: This invokes the Bookmark function (see p. 8). 


ESC: This will end the exam—before ending, though, the 
student will be asked if this is really desired. 


When the exam is done, either the student will go back to the 
Main Menu (if it was a Practice Exam) or NFLE will show a 
breakdown of the final exam score. At this point, the student 
can print this analysis or review the exam, seeing exactly 
which answers were right and wrong. The exam review is quite 
similar to the actual exam, except that the student can't answer 
any questions. 


Record Keeping Utility Considerations 


If the student's name was found when it was asked for, the score 
of any Simulated Exam will be recorded in the student's record 
by the RKU. The RKU will keep track of up to three most pre- 
viously taken exams. 


A The RKU records the date of the exam as well as the score, and 
it gets that information from the disk operating system 
(DOS)—either ProDOS, PC-DOS, or MS-DOS. With 
MS/PC-DOS especially, it is quite convenient to have a built- 
in clock/calendar that sets DOS's date and time when the com- 
puter is started. If the date is not set in this way, or is not man- 
ually entered at the DOS level (at the A> prompt), the RKU 
will most likely save all the exams with a date sometime in 
1980! While this won't affect the function of the program, the 
dates won't mean anything. 
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Record Keeping Utility (Main Menu—Option 3) 


As mentioned, the Record Keeping Utility can be considered the 
“teacher's” section of the program. With it, the teacher can 
keep track of the exam performances of up to 50 students. It also 
allows the teacher to configure the program to whatever com- 


puter it is used on. 


The basic component of the RKU is called the Class List. This 
is the list of all the students in the class—their names, scores, 
and Bookmarks. The maximum size of the Class List is 50 stu- 
dents. The information pertaining to a single student is called 
that student's record. 


Let's look at the Record Keeping Utility Menu and the functions 
available on it: 


National Foreign Tanguege Exam ~ Record Keeping pea lity 


Edit Class List 

View Individual Student's Record 
View Class Statistics 

Rank Students in Class 

Configure System 

Return to Main Menu 


Your Choice (1-6): _ 


Edit Class List (Option 1—RKU Menu) 


This allows the teacher to alter the class list in many ways, 
including adding, deleting, and changing names, and altering 
the students’ records. 


Add Students to the Class is very straightforward—the 


teacher can add names to the list until the limit of 50 is 
reached (at which point, no more will be allowed). 


a 
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Remove a Student from the Class is equally simple. The 
teacher simply chooses a name in the list and deletes it. This 
option gives us the opportunity to examine how a name is nor- 
mally chosen from the class list—an approach consistent 
throughout the RKU. 


Remove Student from Class - Choose a Student 


Student J] of 50 


Hank Aaron 


Press 1/T to choose the desired student. 
Press ENTER to confirm choice; press ESC to exit. 


A The PC version supports the PgUp, PgDn, Home, and End keys 
on any "Choose a Student" screen. 


The Apple II version supports the key combinations G-1 
through G-9. These keys allow the user to search through the 
list proportionally; for example, G-1 would get the user to the 
top of the list, G-5 would get to the middle of the list, and G-9 
would get to the end of the list. 


Change a Student's Name does just that. Please note: The cap- 
italization of a name can be changed (e.g., from Mcdonald to 
McDonald) without first deleting the student. Also, the stu- 
dent's exam scores (and Bookmark, if any) remain intact even 
after the name change. 


Reset a Student's Record will delete the exam scores and 
Bookmark (if any) of the designated student. The student's 
name remains intact. 


Reset All Students’ Records will erase all scores and 
Bookmarks, but leave the names intact. Use this function with 
caution. A typical reason for doing this is to allow the class to 
start fresh when, for example, a new Exam Disk (for another 
level) is used. 


Remove All Students from the Class gets rid of all the students’ 
names and exam scores. Use this with care—it is irreversible. 
The most likely use of this feature would be to start from 
scratch with a new class. 


Ve Cer ner — penser se pemesepemremeee — opener eee 
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View Individual Student's Record (Option 2—RKU Menu) 


This option provides a breakdown of the last three exams the 
designated student has taken to date. It also gives a composite 
score from all of these exams, as well as averages in each of the 
exam question types (Listening Comprehension, Grammar, 


Reading Comprehension, and Culture). The record may be “= 


printed for future reference. 


View Class Statistics (Option 3—RKU Menu) 


This provides a composite score for all students who have taken 
the exam in each of the four exam question types as well as the 
final score. In addition, the Class Statistics include the number 
of students in the class, how many students have taken at least 
one exam, and how many exams have been taken overall. The 
Class Statistics may also be printed. 


Rank Students in Class (Option 4—RKU Menu) 


This allows the teacher to do a ranking (a numbered list) of all 
the students by a specific criterion. The criteria the teacher can 
base the rank on are Name (Alphabetical List), Final Score, 
Listening Comprehension, Grammar, Reading Comprehension, 
Culture, and Number of Exams Taken. The teacher can print 


this list for future reference. — 


National Foreign Language Examination Page 13 


Configure System—Apple II (Option 5—-RKU Menu) 


This allows the teacher to customize the program to the spe- 
cific computer it runs on. Let's discuss the options it provides: 


Change the Current Exam Prefix specifies on which "volume" 
and which subdirectory the exams are to be found. For example, 
if you use a hard disk with the volume name /HARD.DISK and 
you've put exams in a subdirectory called GERMAN. 1 on that 
volume, you would enter /HARD .DISK/GERMAN, 1/ as the Exam 
Prefix. Any ProDOS buffs should note that "partial prefixes” 


are not permitted; indeed, this option will not even allow one to 
be typed. 


Change the Current Password lets you "password protect" the 
RKU. If you put a password on the RKU, NFLE will ask any 
user to enter that password before allowing access to the RKU. 
Password protection is optional; you can easily remove a pass- 
word by pressing ENTER when you are asked to enter a new 
password. A simple word of caution—if you choose to use a 
password, don't forget it! If you do, you will not be able to get 
into the RKU again. 


Change the Current Printer Slot allows you to change the slot to 
which your printer is attached by simply typing the number of 
the slot in which there is a printer interface. Since most people 
in this world who own an Apple II have their printers hooked 
up to slot 1, it is doubtful whether you or anyone will really 
ever need to change this setting. But, rest assured, you can 
change the printer slot. 
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Configure System—PC (Option S—RKU Menu) 


This allows the teacher to customize the program to the spe- 
cific computer it runs on. Let's discuss the options it provides: 


Change the Current Exam Drive specifics on which drive the 


exams are to be found. For example, the user of a system with 
two floppy drives would probably specify B: as the Exam 
Drive, since this would alleviate disk swapping. The typical 
hard disk user would enter C: as the Exam Drive (if the exams 
had indeed been put on the hard drive). 


Change the Current Exam Path specifies in which directory the 
exams reside. Since paths and directories are of little con- 
sequence to those who use floppy drives exclusively, such users 
can effectively ignore this option. Hard disk users, however, 
will probably have the Exam Disk's files in some directory on 
the hard disk—that directory must be specified here. For 
instance, if you followed the example in the "Getting Started" 
section of this manual, you would enter \EXAMS\ when 
prompted to type the new Exam Path. A note to all the 
PC/MS-DOS buffs out there: "partial path names" are not per- 
mitted, as you will quickly see when you try to type one! 


Change the Current Password Icts you "password protect" the 
RKU. If you put a password on the RKU, NEFLE will ask any 
user to enter that password before allowing access to the RKU. 
Password protection is optional; you can easily remove a pass- 
word by pressing ENTER when you are asked to enter a new 
password. A simple word of caution—if you choose to use a 
password, don't forget it! lf you do, you will not be able to get 
into the RKU again. 

Change the Current Color Setting gives you two choices: 
Program Controlled and Force Black and White. Program 
Controlled means that NFLE will detect the type of video 
adapter you have and use colors accordingly. Force Black and 
White will make all text white on a black background—this 
will work better with some combinations of video adapters and 
monitors. 


National Foreign Language Examination Page 15 


— 


National Foreign Language Examination 


uICK IIPS, Reminders, an Iisceviany 


* If you're stuck, press ESC. 

¢ The RKU saves all of its information on the NFLE Program 
Disk. 

° If you want to use a hard disk or two floppy drives, you 
should tell NFLE where the exams can be found by using 
Configure System in the RKU. 

¢ The RKU can't record the proper date of the exam if you 
didn't set the date somewhere at the DOS level (A>) before 
using the program. 

¢ If your Apple II doesn't have a built-in clock, the Timer func- 
tion of a Simulated Exam will be unavailable. 

° If the RKU did not find the student's name, all RKU func- 
tions (saving scores and Bookmark) will be unavailable. 

° (PC) Where appropriate, the PgUp, PgDn, Home, and End 
keys are supported, even if not documented on-screen. These 
keys can make NFLE much easier to use, So go ahead and try 
them. 

¢ (Apple I) In much the same way, the key combinations G-1 
through G-9 will allow the user to change the current posi- 
tion in a list or passage proportionately. For example, G-1 
will get the beginning of a list, G-5 wili move to the middle 
of it, and G-9 moves to the end of the list. 


We hope you enjoy using the National Foreign Language | 
Examination. For additional information on our other 
programs, please contact: 


Gessler Educational Software 
55 West 13 Street 
New York, NY 10011 
212-627-0099 
i Fax: 212-627-5948 
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Appendix 1—Exam Specific Information 


This is a breakdown of materials included for each of the lan- 
guages and levels of exams available for NFLE. 


Printed Materials | Cassette _ 


anguage & Level 


French 1 
French 2 
French 3 
French 4 


German 1 
German 2 
German 3 
German 4 


Spanish 1 
Spanish 2 
Spanish 3 
Spanish 4 
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Appendix 2—Apple II Technical Information 


NFLE is written under ProDOS so that it can run with a variety 
of devices such as the conventional Disk II, the UniDisk, or 
practically any other mass storage device that ProDOS can 
support (such as a hard disk). If you don't know too much about 
ProDOS, or you simply want to run NFLE with the disks pro- 
vided, don't worry. You probably won't need to understand or 
use the following information anyway. 


For NFLE to run properly, all the files from the NFLE Program 
Disk must be in the same subdirectory (a subdirectory being also 
called a folder in the Apple IIGS world). So, if you were to 
create a subdirectory on your hard disk, the files that you 
would have to copy into that subdirectory are: 


LANGEXAM. SYSTEM 
MM. EXE 
EXAM .EXE 
INSTRUCT .EXE 
RKU.EXE 
RKU2 . EXE 
CLASS . RKU 
SYSCON .TRN 
RT.MAIN.OBJ1 
RT .AUX .OBJG 
RT .AUX.OBJ1 


The file to be run (or, depending on how you look at it, 
"launched" or "double-clicked") is LANGEXAM.SYSTEM. You 
can copy files using your favorite file utility program, such as 
the Apple II System Utilities or the Apple liGS Finder. 


In like fashion, the files from the NFLE Exam Disk can be 
copied into their own subdirectory. To have NFLE access the 
exams in this subdirectory, you would use the "Change the 
Current Exam Prefix" option in Configure System (q.v.). 


br 9 REPT Ey Eee — SEER EEE EeTenemmnnnene —seemmmmmemnnr memmmenerr cena rl 
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Apple IIGS owners who may be discovering the subtleties of the 
Finder (i.e., the Desktop) will be pleased to know that we've 
supplied a file, NFLE. ICONS, which, when dropped into the 
ICONS folder of your startup disk, will give NFLE a distinctive 
icon on your desktop. This file can be found on the NFLE 
Startup Disk (5.25" version), or on the top-level directory of 
the NFLE Disk (3.5" version). 
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